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DEAN'S   ANNOUNCEMENTS

All    Is   Well    in   San   Die

Jim  and  Olive  Moore   have   reported  a   safe   trip  to  San   Diego,   and   have  asked  to
extend  thei.r  best  regards   to  the  entire  CNC  community.     Can  you   believe  that  they
haven'+  had  a   spare  minute   since  their  arrival   1.n   Californi.a  on  August  13?     There
are  soine  400  majors   in   the  criminal   justice  admini.stration  program  that  Jim  is

#r::±::#;.  Hsh:SM::;: , :e::#in8h:nf:¥;::#gc]:::r?ft!:nst#:#t:tea:'8s:i::#:#gf::#e
afar  that  the  definiti.ons  accura'tely  describe  the  situation  at  CNC.      (Maybe  thi.s

=        time  they  have  gone  too  fart)     You  may  want  to  send  Jim  and  Olive  a   note  at  the
School   of  Public  Admini.stration  and  Urban  Studies,   San   Diego  State  Uni.versity,   San
Dl.ego.   Californi.a   92182.

THE    DEAN

Leaps   tall   buildings   in   a   single  bound
is  more  powerful   than  a  locomoti.ve,
is  faster  than  a  speeding  bullet,

walks     on  water,
gives  policy  to  God.

THE   DEPARTMENT   HEAD

Leaps   short  buildings   in  a   single  bound,
i.s  moy`e   powerful   than  a   switch  engi.ne,
is  just  as  fast  as  a  speeding  bullet,

walks   on  water  I.f  sea   is  calm,
talks  with  God.

PROFESSOR

Leaps   short  bui.1dings  with  a   y`unning  start  and  favorable  winds,
is  almost  as  powerful   as  a   switch  engine,

is  faster  than  a  speeding  88,      .
walks  on  water  in  an   indoor  swirmi.ng  pool,

talks  with  God  if  special   request  is  approved.

ASSOCIATE   PROFESSOR

Barely  clears  a  quonset  hut,
loses  tug  of  war  with  locomotive,

can  fire  a  speeding  bullet,
swims   well ,

is  occasionally  addressed  by  God.

4SSISTANT   PROFESSOR

Makes   high  marks  on   the  walls  when   trying  to  leap  tall   buildings,
is   run  over  by  a   locomotive,

can  sometimes  handle  a  gun  wi.thout  inflicting  self-injury,
treads  water,

talks   to  ani.mals.



INSTRUCTOR

Climbs   the  walls   continually,
rides   the  rails,

plays   Russian   Roulette.
walks   on   thin   l.ce,

prays  a  lot.

GRADUATE   STUDENT

Runs   into   bui.ldi.ngs,
recognizes   locomotives   two  out  of three  times,

is   not   issued  ammuniti.on,
can  stay  afloat  with  a  life  jacket,

talks  to  walls.

UNDERGRADUATE   STUDENT

Falls  over  a  doorstep  when  tryi.ng  to  enter  building,
says   "Look  at  the  choo-choo:"

wets   himself  with  a  water  pi.stol ,
plays   i.n   mud   puddles,
mumbles   to   himself.

DEPARTMENT   SECRETARY

Lifts   buildl.ngs  and  walks   under  them,
kicks  locomotives  off  the  tracks,

catches   speeding  bullets   in  her  teeth  and  eats   them,
freezes  water  with  a   si.ngle  glance,

She   i.s   God.

NOTICES

rever:::a;:  #:ec:#:stB:r:::::;:Ion;h:o:o::;c:a:i:::si:: f::yM::T  ::i::i:::::: T:re
7055;   the  correct  extension   for  Dr.   Maniyar  is   7067.

*  *  *  .*  *

The   Faculty  Theology  group  invites   interested  members  of  the  CNC  faculty  to
Chronicleattend   its  Theology  di.scussion  meetings  as  announced   in   the
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More  ff has  m©rri©r

incomrriitt-a-6--Ga
i

By PATRIC[A McCORMAck
UPI  Edllcatleo Editor

And, row, heoe's The Com-
mittee Game - inveuted ty
Hales  I..  Jacb,  professor
of education at the State Uni-
`veraity of New York Couege
at atswego.

It's  just  h  time .for  an
brave  sollls  ready  to  throw
t_here-<elves  into  committees
around   college   or   the
8choolhou8.  io  tlie   new
academic`year.      .'Jackim's  gum.,  based  on
23. year. d infiltrating com-
riittee8,  should  help  all
school  committee  meznbers
- iron PTA to School beard,
lutch  room,  field  trip  and
wit.rot.

h the Chronicle of mgher
Education,    he   tens\   about
rutee, etiquette and the scor-
iBI System .

The purpose of a commit-
tde,  a8  he eeee it.:  "To  pre-
vent  the  development of 8ig-
nificabt  decisions;   to  delay
or diffuse  an  issue by  maL-
ino it unre€ognizable. "

The  thing  about  etiquette
is  just  remember  to  "show
disgust for any act aimed at
`achieviag   a   speedy.  di8-
charge Of a committee'8 mis-
sion."

Also:  "Resist all attenpt8
to  delegate  individual  re-
sponsibility.   Rather.   insist
on committee action for eve-
ry   nttle   bit  Of  committee
heineae."

From  five to 15  may  play
the   cormittee   game;   the
greater  the  number,  the
moDe  confusion.

Some   excerpts   from   the
Jackim scoring system :
.-  5  points  (or  convding

the   obvious   meaning   of   a

&aft=e=n:piyinat#s=fitEinig,
from  a  creativcobuque  ap.

- 5 points for fongctting an
earlier decision and bringing
it up for renewed discussion.

- 10 points for throwing in
a Be* term, preferably from
a foreign  language.  .

- 1o points for injecting an
irrelevant  issue.   f

-  5  .Points  for  canonizing
the need  for student partici.
potion.-   5   points   for  citing   a
ctudy, book, or other author-
ity and quic[ly changing the
6ubjeet   before   being   que8-
tioDed about it.

- 5 points for gesticulating
with glasses, Pipe or pen.

-  5  points  fer' telling  tl)e
group  that  lt  has  a   c®D-
murication problem.

- 5 pointe for talii)g twice
as  long   es  needed  to  eay
rmethin8.

stale:.#'¥#:hvr'=JTE,:
a player opposed to it falls to
re_a_o¥ep;tjutngdf#eisefa:iitj
doom  the  opposition  to  tl]e
poillt  where  it  will  vote  for
anything  Simply  to  adjourn
the meeting.     '.'

P.S.:  Jackim  8aye  plnyorB
can   be  `disqtialified  if  th.y
persist in their Offort to clar.
ify the ccomitteHS gool..

--Name  wi.thheld   by   request.

:`_..'                                                               ,I

FACULTY    NEWS

MARSHALL   B00KER   appeared   on   the   "T1.dewater  A.M."   Show,   on   Tuesday,   September   17.
Dr.   Booker's   topic   was   "The   Economy  Today."

*****

ST.    ELM0   NAUMAN   appeared   on   the   "Conversation"    show   of  WVEC   RADIO-AM   (1490),    on
Thursday,   September   18,   and   will    appear   on   WVHR   RADIO~FM   (101)   on   Sunday.   September   21.
at   7:30   P.M.      Mr.    Bob   Wells   will    conduct   the   1.ntervl.ews   with   Dr.   Nauman.      The   topi.c
wi.11    be   "Apparent   Urge   for   Exorci.sin."

*****

PROFESSOR   H.    MARSHALL    B00KER   AND   PROFESSOR   CARL    M.    COLONNA   WERE    PROGRAM   PARTICIPANTS



`,,c`

•,.`J,,L       at   the  Atlantic   Economi.c   Conference   at   George  Mason   Uriiversi.ty  on   September   11   -13.Carlwasadl.scussantonapaperenti.tled"AggregateSupply.Inflati.onandMacro-

economi.c   Poll.cy."      Marshall   was   a   discussant   on   a   paper   entitled   "An   Essay  on   Walrasian
Finance."      The   remarks   of   Professors        Colonna     and   Booker     wi.ll    be   published   l.n   the
Atlanti.c   Economi.c   Journal    in   November.

THE  DANFORTH  FOUNDATION             `.`i

GH
ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM

NOMINATI0NS    FOR   1975-19761J-`---TheAssociateProgramseekstorecognizeandencourageeffectiveteachingand  to  foster

PURPOSEELIGIBILITYJSELECTION`+1TCONFERENCESJEfoRFURTHER
activities  which   humanize  teaching  and   learning   for   members   of   campus   communities.   It
recognizes   that    learning    includes   the   development   of   serisitjvities   and   values,   personal
enrichment,   and   the  cultivation   of  awareness  and  commitment  to  the  broader  community.TheProgramoffersdistinctiveopportunitiesforinter-disciplinaryandinter-institutionalactiv-

ities  among  faculty  who  share  concerns  for  students  as  persons,  and  for  values  in  education
and  in  society.  This  network  allows  faculty  to  work  collectively  as  well  as  individually  with
some  of  the  issues  facing  educational   institutions  today.DanforthAssociatesarecollegeanduniversityfaculty(spouses  are also  Associates)  who  have

a   serious   commitment  to   undergraduate   teaching.  The  major  criterion  for  selection   is  that
the  person  be  a  dedicated  teacher-scholar  who  attempts  to  integrate  a  concern  for  students,
a  concern  for  values,  and  an  awareness  of  contemporary educational  issues  and  their  relation
to  society  overall.Nominationsare solicited   from   students,   faculty,   administrators,   and   other   Associates.   A

Liaison  Officer  and  an  Advisory  Committee  in  each  of  the  sixteen  Program  regions  through-
out  the  country  assist  in   informing  faculty  about  the  Program.  A  national  Advisory  Council
selects   approximately   three   hundred   Associates each  year.  Persons  selected  are  notified  dur-
ing  the  spring,  and  their  appointments  begin  June  1.  An  emphasis  is  placed  on  encouraging
the  nomination and selection  of women  and  minorities.Appointmentisforasix-yearterm,Duringthisperiod,  an  Associate  is  invited  to  three  con-

ferences  with  lodging  and  hospitality  provided  by  the  Foundation.  The  conferences  are  bien-
nial  and  are  held  within  the  sixteen  regions.  Conferences  are  related  to  the  Associates'  roles
as  faculty,  educators,  and  citizens,  and  are  designed  to  develop  their  effectiveness  as  teachers
and   to   strengthen   their  efforts  to   humanize   the  educational   process.  Conference  activities
deal  with  the  basic  theme  ot.  the  Foundation   in   higher  education:   teaching  and   learning   in
a democratic society.Address:DanforthAssociate program

INFORMATION The Dan forth  Foundation
AND 222 South  Central Avenue

F
NOMINATIONORMS•=-€Fj` St.  Louis, Missouri  63105

-,.  ¢t.September,1975I-i.'.
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CAN'T   ANYO!\-i:    }iERE    SPEAK   ENGLISH?

"The  Americans,"   Walt  Whitman  wrote   in   the   1850'sB   "are   going  to  be   the  most

fluent  and  melorJious-voiced  people  in  the  world,   and  the  most  perfect  users  of  words."

T!:g:::: ::S T::: :3!e:::yt!:: !:ig3;ti:i aT,g:y3fmi:: ::::ix:. th3:h::ic#:i::nand
even  college  students  often  seem  disastrously  ignorant  bf  words;   they  stare.  uncom-
prehending.  at  simple  declarative  English®     Leon  Botstein.   president  of  New  York's
Bard  College,  says  with  glum  hyperbole:     ''The  English  language  is  dying.   because  it

uage  is  taught  badly  and  learned  badly
s.  officialese.  political  bilge,  theiis  not  taught."  ~Others  believe  that  the  lan

because  Arferican  culture  is  awash  with  clich
;I;-i;;i  -b-6'6b;i;:k'6f -:dJe+tising  ("Mr.  Whipple:  please  don't  Squeeze  the  c6rtex")
and  the  sludge  of  academic  wr.iting.     It  would  be  no  wonder  if  children  exposed  to  such
discourse  grew  up with  at  least  an  unconscious  hostility  to  language  itself.

•Much  of  the  current  cohcerm  about  language  is  only  a  pedant's  despair.     Some  of

the  preoccupation  nrasks  a  eynical  delight  in  the  absurdities  that  people  are  capable

i;pw:i;;;;:i::;::§§§;:§j3T#e¥{;;e§;;:¥;;;i;;;i:##7£{§;]t:#;:§§:;::g:i;;§;:fj§§§es
as  ''advance  domward.adjustnents."    But  whatever  mirth  there  may  be  in  these  and  other
buffooneries,  euphemisms,  pomposities,  tautologies,  evasions  and rococo lies.  they  are
also  signals'of  a  new  brainlessness  in  public  language  that  coi`ncides  with  a  frightening
ineptitude  for  r`eading  and  writing  among  the  yoLing. .

Some  linguistic  purists  wrongly  fear  slang  and  neologisms;   these  are  the  life
signs  of  a  language.   its  breath  on  the  mirror.    The  danger  now  is  something  that  seems
new  and  ominous:  an  indifference  to  language,  a  devaluation  that  leaves  it  bloodless
and  zombie-like.     It  ls  as  1.f  language  had  ceased  to  be  important.  to  be  worthy  of
attention.    Television  undoubtedly  has  something  to  do  with  that.    With  its  chaotic
parade  of  images,  TV  makes  language  subordinate,  merely  a  part  of  the  general   noise.

i?#i:I:::t3!T]¥o:#v€#€dAi±:i:g::3:t::ag'.#3m3in:n::::3ieT:its.8Ah::::n:fs##yd!;.
Part  of  the  devaluation  of  language  results  from  a  feeling  that  somehow  it  is  no

longer  effective.     Samuel  Johnson's  society  pinned  its  faith  on  language;  Americans
attach  theirs  to  technology.     It  is  not  words  that  put  men  on  the  room,  that  commend
technology's  powerful   surprises.     Man  does  not  ascend  to  heaven  dy  prayerg  the  aspira-
tion  of  language.   but  by  the  complex  rockets  and  conputer  codes  of  NASA.

The  fhdifference  to  language  is  also  a  result  of  Viet  Nan,and  Watergate.    An
accumulation  of  lies  inevitably  corrupts  the  language  in  which  the  lies  are  told.
After  an  American  bombing  rat.d  fin  Cambodia.  a  U.S.  Air  Force  colonel   complained  to
reporters:   ''You  always  write  it's  bombing,   bombing,  bombl.ng.     It's  not  bombi.ng!     It's

:;;i :¥nngr. :: |tT#:sC::S::§a;; €:edg3:io;ft£3u;iiia§:ninf::8e:h:oAg;:?#n #f{i::ny!o
White  I]ouse,  concealing  informtion  became  "contaiment."     Ill  was  wrong"  or  ''1  lied"
became  ''1  misspoke  nyself."    And  so  on.     Abilse  of  power  is  usually  attended  by  abuse
of  language.     Viet  Nan  and  Watergateg  along  with  later  revelation  about  the  FBI  and
CIA,  have  encouraged  a  eynical,  almost  conspiratorial   vi.ew  that  public  rords  are       ,
intended.to  conceal.  not  to  transmit.  the  truth.

Ameri:::eg;|!e:na:3f:orT;:mg:°#3:::ng#::::t:i;i;i:;?:ih::dr!::;a#i:3.r#:€u:ecuiture
so  heedless  of  its  language  is  headed  toward  a  state  of  corrupt,  Orwellian  gibberish.
These  writers  have  found  a  responsive  audience!   people  obsessed  with  good  English  almost
enjoy  the  feeling  that  they  belong  to  an  embattled  cult.     NBC  Commentator  Edwin  Newman'so               ,                       ,   I,     ,    _    _              .   __    _        A,

a  catalogue  of'ugly  Americanisms  and  verbal  atrocities,  res  26
rlzewinnlng  uriter,  Jean  Stafford.  has  been1er  lists.    A  Pulizer



conducti.ng  a  crusade  of  sorts  against  what  she  sees  as  the  encroaching  barbab^ism  of
inexact  and  fraudulent  language.

Works  by  other  writers  in  the  past  few  months  have  reflected  thi.s  fascination
with  language,   but  have  delved  deeper  into+the  mysterious  origins  of  words.     In  After
Equ.  Critic  George  Steiner  uses  the  problems  of  translation  to  discuss  the  divany
of  human  tongues  and  the  11.nguis.tic  theories  that  account  for  them.     (Unlike  many
of  the  c+1.tics,   he  finds  American  English  now  in  "a  state  of  acquisitive  brilliance  but
also  of  instability.")     Novelist  Walker  Percy.   in  a  book  of  essays  called  I+_e__Mes_sa_g±

spl'endi.dly  analyzes  the  sheer  strangeness  of  language  as  a  phenomenon--
mental   fire  that  obeys  no  ptrysical   laws  but  has  its. origins  in  some

in  the  Bottle.
f_-`     ---- `-_--*_      -          ___ _    _   _

mi.raculous  gi.ft  of  comprehension  and  self.-ainreness,  a  gift  as  spontaneous  and  awesome
as  Helen  Keller's  discovering  the  ptrysi.cal   fact  of  rater  and  the  word  for  water  at  the
sane  moment.    Such  reflections  reach  back  to  the  edges  of  sile.nce,  to  a  cabali.stic
cherishing  of words--the  beginning  of  speech  being  the  event  that  marked  the  first
step  in  the  homi.nids'   progress  toward  Shakespeare.    But  most  of  the  debate  about  lan-
guage  now  occurs  at  the  opposite  end  of  history,   in  today's  atnrosphere  of  verbal
saturati on .

America's  vocabulari.es,  both  public  and  private,  are  being  corrupted  in  part  dy
a  curious  style  of  bombast  intended  to  invest  even  the  most  banal   ideas  with  importance.
Discussing  his  institution's  money  troubles,  a  university  president  promises:   ''We
will  divert  the  force  of  thi.s  fiscal  stress  into  leverage  energy  and  pry  important
budgetary  considerations  and  control  out  of  our  fiscal   and  administrative  procedures."
This  is  a  W.   C.   Fields  new-speak,   the  earnestly  pseudoprecise  diction  beloved  of

::#:#::€i:ew#:f{T gi:ef::::  :. :So£];n8o:#E8n#:1 !:%f#!: :ngi::i::ej rr ±d::£g3:§: ,. s
incorrect,  then  what `is  said  is  not  meant.     If  what  is  said  is  not.`neant,  then  what
ought  to  be  done  renrains  undone."

perpe:::i::. Pro(i: I;S b:r:ut]h:S€:: ::uiEe #..Pris::#Vfa t`# saEt::i:Plied Et::taL|#ai 1
officialese  takes  on  a  mi.ndless  life  of  1.ts  own,   the  rords  combining  and  recombining
accondi.ng  to  some  notion  in  the  bureaucratic  inner  ear  of  tiow  public  language  ought  to
sound,   regardless   (or  irregardless,  as  they  say)  of  what  .it  means.     This  is  an  aerosol
English.   released  by  pushing  a  button.     Writer  Jimy  Breslin  describes  what  is  perhaps
the  ultimate  in  this  prose:   a  policeman,  testifying  in  a  homicide  case,  refers  to  "the
alleged  victim."

A  television  weatherman  solemnly  predicts   "rain  tonight  1.n  some  official   areas."
A  restaurant  advertises  itself  as  "a  great  tradition  since  1973.',.I    Wardens  call  solitary
confinement  cells  ''adjustment  centers"  or,  worse,   "meditation  rooms."    A  letter  fran
Dartrouth  College  describes  a  report  on  higher  education  financing  as  "containing
arresting  conclusions  of  almost  watershed  quality."    Howard  Cosell,  a  sports  comentator
with  a  gift  for  yahoo  erudition.says  of  a  quarterback:     Ill  am  impressed  by  the  continuity
of  his  ptrysical   presence.I

All   professions  have  their  jargon.   but  the  language  of  academics,  especially  those
€-+h-  .A-ill   erianrae    caom<  t.n  lead  fart.her  and  farther  into  forests  0f  meaningless-

choloEducational   Ps

an  exchange  o

in  trfe-;o:ill -sciences.  seems  to  lead  farther  and  farther
ness.     An  arti cle  in  the  Journal
and  white  teachers  studi.e

Of
few  re inforcenents  an

i.;;d-i'ti6;ai -(distant  reinforcers).  although  most  teachers

declared:     "Both  the  black
itted  tended  to  bethose  em

stated  a  preference  for
I  a\J|  ,  |\,,,14I      \\J,I.\,|+,,|,     ,  + ,,,,.-.- _.  _,  ,     _.  ____  _I,_       _    _   _

proximity  reinforcers  (material   rewards  and  close  personal  contact)."     It  is  llumpty
Dumpty.s  gospel:     "Impenetrability.   that's  what  I   say!"

Feminism--which   gave  America  the  sledgehammer  phrase  ''male  chauvinist  pig"--may
eventually  suceed  in  neutralizing  gender  in  language,  but  the  linguisti.c  changes  it  has



proposed  often   have  a  tinny,   doctrinaire  sound.     Novelist  Anne  Roiphe,   an  otherwise
intelligent  writer,   recently  referred  in  all   seriousness  to  her  daughter's  playing
"cowpersons  and   Fndians"--history  amended  for  I.deology.     A  letter  to  the  editor  of

#i!::8::i::i:;;:::::e#;::f:f;:i:;:i#!;:;¥:::i!:1::g#:::::!#!i::;i::::::r
for  Women   in  Medicine  at  the  Medical   College  of  Pennsylvania,   the  presi.dent  of  the
National   Organization  for  Women  wrote:     "What  we  are  about  is  moving  from  androcentric
Values  and  behaviors  to  androgynous  or  better  yet  (for  consciousness-rai.sing)   gyandrous
health  care  and  societal   value-s.     In  the  process,  the  health  occupations  must  be  desexi-
grated . . . „

It  takes  no  schoolmaster's  prissiness  to  recognize  that  in  various  major  and  minor
ways,   the  American  language  is  being  brutalized.     The  National   Council   of  Churches  speaks
of  "education/Conscientl.zation  programs,"  and  an  ove"rought  prelate  writes  of  "the
worship  explosion."     Gurus  practice  a  kind  of  Kahlil   Gibran-speak--soft,   aching,  moon-

i:i:?r:§e=:§#£::i8n:g::;a:fa§{?:#:{§:::!#;iih#;:.#,i::i€[8:s::;:i:yma:i!:i8:;ie
that  is  incapable  of  bearing  any  meaning  wei.ghtier  than  a  sigh.

Many  of  the  stupidities  committed  with  language  are  ludicrous  rather  than  sinister.
A  Califomia  executive  tells  a  business  meeting:     "When  you  see  all   these  other  people
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responds:     "I.,could  care  less."

If  the  state  of  reading  and  writing  among  the  young  is  any  indicati.on,  the  use  of
language  is  going  to  get  worse.    Says  Travis  Trittschuh,  professor  of  English  at  Detroit's
Wayne  State  University:     "Writing  is  not  the  most  important  way  to  comunicating  1.n  the'70's.     Students  see  multimillionaires  who  speak  haltingly  and  write  abominably,  and
they  realize  that  uriting  no  longer  has  prestige."

mchael  Shugrueg  dean  of  the  college  at  Richmond  College  of  the  City  University  of
New  York,   says  that  the  role  of  college  English  teachers  has  shifted  from  introducing"growing  numbers  of  young  adults  to  literary.   to  reading  and  writing  and  even  speaking."
It  is  not  only  the  minorities,   the  poor.  the  Spanish-speaking  young  who  are  having
trouble;  the  sane  pattern  is  evident  among  the  white  middle  class.

Examples  can  be  found  across  the  nation:.
•   --Last  yaear  the  Association  of  American  Publishers'   gui.de  to  reading  textbooks,

a  guide  intended  f.or  college  freshmen,  had  to  be  rewritten  for  a  ninth-grade
reading  level.

--The  City  University  of  New  York  spent  S15  million   last  year  on  remedial   English
courses.     Many  of  the  students  enrolling  under  an  open-admissions  policy  are
reading  below  the  ninth-grade  level.

--In  1957,   the  average  verbal   score  on  the  national   Scholastic  Aptitude  Tests  was     T«*ul
473  (on  a  scale  from  200  to  800).     !n  1973,  the  average  was  down  33  points,   to
440.

--More  than  one-third  of  the  students  who  want  to  become  journalism  majors  in  their
junior  year  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  did  not  meet  minimum  admissions
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spelling  test.

The  problem  1.s  compounded  when  raci.al   sensitivities  are  involved.     Should
teachers  try  to  enforce  the  prescriptive  rule  of  standard  American  English  on  black
children  who  have  leamed  a  dialect  at  home' that  is  quite  different,  that  isIll.ncorrect"  by  the  standard  rules?    Ghetto  students  are  often  faced  with  the  choice

#| i:::PS#gh:h:s::::::: ' ;r:i::¥o:d:t°:o::::i BiT3e::?S; i :fs:::;]yosp!d:::#8: :   S#Sa
child  is  told  the  ray  he  speaks  is  ignorant.  he  has  only  two  options:     ridicule  or
si 1 ence . "

The  problem  is  that  the  language  learned  at  hone  and  in  the  streets  can  be
cri.ppling  in  America  if  the  black  child--or  the  Puerto  Rican  raised  on  Spanish.   the
Jewish  child  raised  on  Yiddish--does  not  also  Team  the  standard  English  that  is  the
curreney  of  opportunity.    I.  Mitchell  Morse,  a  professor  of  English  at  Temple  university.
wri.tes  vehemently:     ''To  the  extent  tliat  the  establishment  depends  on  the  i.narti.culacy
of  the  governed.  good  uriti.ng  is  inherently  subversl.ve.. .Black  English,  the  shuffling
speech  of  slavery.  serves  the  purposes  of white  racism."    Of  course.  there  ls  angry
argument  over  whether  black  dialect  is  ''the  shuffling  speech  of  slavery."

black:0:nr#i#¥.hax:w¥:#g:#8€h#eb']':##ii::Cq::g#::::in;ttcha;:i:P::si#givides
mtter  of  economic  class  as  of  race.     Rural  poor  whites  have  trouble  with  standard
•English  just  as  some  poor  blacks  do.     Says  Jean  Stafford:     "I  feel  about  black  English
as  I  do  about  Yiddish.    Theirs  is  a  lingua  franca  that  they  are  free  to  use  airong  one
another,  but  if  they  are  not  making  themselves  understood  to  those  outside  their  group,
then  they  can  expect  nothing  but  misinterpretation.    There  has  to  Pe  an  official   language.
an  acceptable  language."

Sons  argue  that  the  decline  in  English  standards  results  from  the  increase  of  brass
education  and  from  open-admissions  programs--although  to  argue  aginst  ever  widening
opportunlty  of  education  is  to  confront  one  of  the  most  cherished  goals  of  the  American
ideal.     In  any  case.  teachers  all  along  the  line  must  play  a  frantic  kind  of  catch-up.
CoHeges  blame  high  school   teachers  for  sending  them  students  who  cannot  read  or  write
properly;   high  school   teachers  blame  the  schools  below;  and.  with  reason,  nearly  every-
body  blanres  the  families  from  which  the  children  come.

In  too  nrany  Ameri.can  schools9  teachers `are  overworked  and  overwhelmed.     They  are
lucky  if  they  can  give  ten  minutes  to  comecting  a  student's  paper.    Some  teachers  dog-
gedly  diagram  sentences  in  the  hope  that  the  structure  of  language  mll  sink  ln  and
provide  a  foundation.    Others  forget  about  structures  and  trust  that  reading  li.terature
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Kurt  Vonnegut.

There  are  those  who  consider  the  current  breast-beating  over  language  too  pessimistic.
Marshall   MCLuhan  believes  it  to  be  ''absolute  nonsense"--but  then  MCLuhan  is  the  man  who
once  said:   ''Most  clear  writing  is  ,a  sign  that  there  is  no  exploration  going  on.     Clear
prose  indicates  an  absence  of  thought."     By  MCLuhan's  analysis:     ''In  tlte  radio  age.  the
parameters  of  the  classroom  can  no  longer  contain  the  English  language.    The  sophisti-
cation  outside  the  classroom  exceeds  that  of  the  classroom."

Says  Hany  Levi"   professor  of  comparative  literature  at  Harvard:     "Language  changes.
The  more   it  is  used,   the  more   it  is  abused.     English  was  a  very  permissive  language  to
begin  with.     Shakespeare,   for  example.   had  the  advantage  of  uniting  when  there  were  no
grammars."     Some  believe  that  the  current  outrage  over  abused  English  reflects  snobberies
hf  fla<<  and  bower.     Says  Columbia  University  Sociologist  Herbert  Gans:     "Language  is  a_   ___  _      _  ._-_-_..i_-6f  Class   and  Power.     Says   Columbia   University  >ocioiogisT  iieT'i]cT'i   ou[iai        I.aii¥ua¥c   ,.  u
power  tool .    "  not  sure  if  lt  isnlt  just  the  elite  who  have  had  power who  are  rorrying
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ove'r  the  loss  of  influence."

But  the  fact  that  language  is  an  instrument  of  power--whatever  the  current  doubts
about  its  effectiveness--should  make  Americans  more  attentive  to  it,  not  less.     To  a
great  extent.  a  people's.language  is  its  ci,vilization,  the  collective  storage  system
of  a  tribe.    Alexander  Solzhenitsyn,  who  knows  something  of  the  totalitarian  uses  of
language.  has  said  that  he  studies  the  words  in  his  Russian  dictionary  "as  if  they  were
preciotis  stones,  each  so  precious  that  I  could  not  exchange  one  for'another."    Another

•.Russian  exile,  Vladimir  Nabokov,   has  the  same  curator's  love  of  words.

It  may  be  that  in  an  energetic,  profligate  culture  like  Anerica's,language  seems
as  disposable  as  ballpoint  pens  or  beer  cans.     That  throwaway  rrentality  lnay  account  for
some  of  the  negligence.    The  angunent  is  not  between  changes,  linguistic  innovati.on,  new
combinations  on  the  one  hand,  and  priggish  correctness  on  the  other.     It  is  between
meaning  and  meaning]essness.     When  language  is  reduced,   so  is  civilization.     George
O"ell .understood  thcht  "the  smaller  the  area  of  choice  [of rords],  the  smaller  the
temptation  to  take  thought."

In  a  magnificent  tirade  in  Anthony  Burgess's  novel
Enderdy's  End,  the  poet  Enderdy  rails  at  his  dullard  "

®         _  _  ._-_  I       _  _  _  _I           __  _  _  _  _  _           I  Je     -

The  Clockrork  Testalnent  or
creative  wr class:      "All

that's  going  to  save  your  irTnertal   soul ,  maaaaan,   if you  have  one,   is  rords...Sooner  or
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and  the  back  of  an  envelope."    There  is  perhaps  too.much  doomsday  in  that  advice.   but
anyone  watching  the  world  now  may  want  to  think  trypothetically  of  stashing  away  in  hi.s

.I            .,,,            1         ~                ,                              I       ,      _    11,    _      I       _      _    -_  __                _           _   _  -_.   _         _.    I       J,   ,_   _         ~L   __  __JL   _               -        ,   _       _   _IShorter  Oxfordsurvival   kit,  along  with  the  dried  foods  and  bottled  water,  a  copy  of  the
English  Dictionary.

From:    |jEg,  A.ugust  25,   1975

Submitted  by  W.   Stephen  Sanderlin,   Jr.
*****

Lane   Unveils   Bills   Planned  On   Colle

Writer
By  Charles   Cox, h  Education

Legislation   to  restrict  admission  to  the  community  colleges   to  men  and  women
wi.th  the  ability  and  motivation  to  complete   thel.r  programs  will   be   introduced  at
the  next  session   of  the   General   Assembly,   says   Del.   Edward   E.   Lane,   D-Richmond.

Lane,   chairman  of  the  Joint  Legislative  Audit  and  Review  Commission,   also  said
the  House  Senate  colrmission  will   introduce  another  measure  aiming  to  require  all   15
four-year  colleges  in  the  state  system  to  give  full   academic  credit  to  those  taking
courses   in  the  23  two-year  community  colleges.

Some  but  not  all   of  the  senior  institutions  already  give  full   transfer  credit  for
courses  taken   in  the  community  colleges.     These  1.nstitutions   refusing  such  credi.ts
have  been   roundly  criti.cized  by  the  State  Council   of  Higher  Education.

Lane   promised   in   March   that  spendl.ng  controls  on   the   growing  col.lrmunl.ty  colleges
would  be  tightened  considerably  as  a   result  of  a   legislative  audit  that  uncovered
sloppy  busi.ness  practices  throughout  the  two-year  system.

The  auditors  critici.zed  as  costly  an   "open"   admissions   policy  that  admi.ts  anyone
who   is   18  or  a   high   school   graduate  or  who   shows   proml.se  of  benefi.ting  from  enroll-
ment.     Many  faculty  members   thought  many  of  their  students   lacked  necessary  academi.c
skills  to  do  required  work,   the  audi.tors  reported.     The  results,   they  said,   are
dropout  rates  that  are  too  high  and  graduation  rates  that  are  too  low.



Denyl.ng   the   ml.sspending   anc!   ml.smanagement   charges   in   Apri.1,   Chancellor   Dana   8.
Hamel   of  the   Virgini.a   Community  College  System,   charged   in   turn   that  the   legi.slative
watchdog  agency  fai.led  to   understand   "the   community  college  philosophy  and  purpose."

The   schools'   "phi.1osophy,"   asserted  Hamel,   "as   set  forth  b.y  the  policies  of  the
state  board  and   implemented  by  the  staff...is   i.n  accord  with  legislative   intent...
the  system  is   being  developed  as   intended.. .by  the   legislature."

Lane,   in  a  speech  prepared  for  delivery  today  in  South  Caroli.na,  notes   that  while

#: ::Tm#gi:?:]e:::d::::  :.'!e;:g::ge::ai;c:::s:h:c;:;: i !:1::¥a`#i :#:: :;;i;t:8:ca-
tional   program  admissi.on  standards  consistent  with  the  skills  and  apti.tudes  necessary
for  program  completion.
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the   VCCS."

One  resolution  to  be  introduced  to  the  1976  session  is  1.ntended  "to  clarify
legislative  intent.,"   according  to  Lane.

Backers  of  open  admissions  and  "accessibl.1ity"   broad  enough  to  admit  very  high-
risk  students  argue  that  ''1ate  bloomers"  ought  to  have  a  `'second  chance.     Critics,
who  sometimes  admit  that  is  an  admirable  ai.in,  are  prone  to  say  that  Virginia  may  not
be  able  to  afford  unrestricted  opportunity  for  all  who  think. they  mould  like  to  try
col 1 ege .

Lane  said  audits  of  state  agencies  by  legislative  watchdog  agencies  such  as  the
cofrmission  are  essenti.al   if  state  lawmakers  are  to  be  certain  that  "legislative
objectives  are  being  net,   the  public  interest  is  being  served ..-. and  that  there  is
strict  accountabili.ty  for  public  resources."

H1.s  remarks  were  prepared  for  delivery  to  the  Southern  Legislative  Conference
of  the  Council   of  State  Governments,  meeting  at  Hilton  Head.   S.C.

The  joint  comi.ssion's  community  college  audit,  wl.nner  of  the  1975  Govern-
mental   Research  Association's  pri.ze   for  "Most  Distinguished  Research,"  will   be
followed  up  in  detail   by  the  House-Senate  cormissi.on,   Lane  promised.

unneeded  Funds

The  comission  charged  the  comunity  colleges  got  more  than  $10  million  in
unneeded  appropriat`ions  dy  inflating  enrollment  forecasts.   by  mis-classifying
students  and  by  scheduling  thousands  of  classes  with  uneconomically  small   enroll~
ments .

Both  the  state  council   and  community  college  board  ''are  bei.ng  required  to
report  to  the  comission ald  to  appropriate  state  agencies  on  the  progress  being
made"   to  correct  such  shortcomings,  Lane  stated.

"JLARC  reviews  are  not  intended  to  be  academic  exercises  but  to  directly  affect
the  effecti.veness  of  the  governmental   agency  being  reviewed,"   said  the  chairman  of
the  House  Appropriations  Committee.

From:      Richmond  Ti.res   Dis
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COMMITTEE    REPORTS

st se E±c_¥itL±
SevcraLl   reports   .nd   a,nnouncements   Were   Bade   at   the   September   12.197S

aeeting  of   the   Facult"     Those  who  lade  thcsc   reports   .nd  .nnouncencnt.
were  .shed  to  subnit  .*±±±g1  copies   to  u8   if   they  iished  written
di8seBination   to   the   faculty.     These   reports   aLnd   announce-ent8   have
not  been  edited.

Fron  the  President:
Enrollment,   lst Semester,   1975-76

Students               2, 940
FTE                      i, 846

Instruction  -  Regular Session   (002)

Object 1974-75(act. )                1975-76(Pro. )

Salary -classified

Salary  - T & R

Wages

Wages  - Students

Gen.  Repair

Profess ional Services

Travel

Communication

Printing

Data Processing

Other (So.  Assoc/Regal. )

Office Supplies

Med.   & la.b.  supplies

Bldg.  Materials

Ed.   & Rec.  Supplies

Office Equipment

Educational Equipment

$    48,537

1, 414, 937

2, 753

13, 302

1, 398

3, 391

13, 985

28, 985

6, 648

41, 836

19, 741

6, 588

10, 055

50

5, 729

15, 020

18,198

$     56,884

1, 583, 587

3, 000

15, 750

3, 500

4, 250

24, 000

29, 700

20, 000

47, 600

19, 700

8, 500

12, 500

500

5, 000

4' 500

44, 968



Rent  a:erox/Compi.iter )

Misc.

Total

Revenues

Special Funds

General Funds

Less reversion

TotaLl

$1, 660, 435

Operating Budget
1975-76

$1, 344, 770

I, 960, 240

$3, 212, 890

Expenditures

General Admin,  Student Services

lustruetion - Regular Session (002)

Instruction - Summer Session

Organized Activities

Instruction - Off Campus

Library

Physical Plant

Public Service

8®b   C®111b3   .Dd   Gall  Kow&re[1
8ec*et.rles  of  the  Faculty

$1, 901,183

$     563,887

1, 901,183

181 ' 570

29, 451

31, 254

261,003

228, 704

15' 838

$3, 212, 890


